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Indigenous Public Health Capacity 
Development

Partners

� Deakin University, Institute of Koorie 
Education and the School of Health and Social 
Development

� The University of Melbourne, Onemda 
VicHealth Koori Health Unit



Indigenous Public Health Capacity 
Development

Aim
� Increase the number of Indigenous public 

health graduates by developing and 
implementing a community-based pedagogical 
model and adapting the delivery of MPH units 
in this pedagogical format



Institute Of Koorie Education  –
Background

� Delivers a broad range of tertiary education programs in 
community-based mode

� All programs offer a strong recognition of Indigenous 
teaching and learning approaches

� In health, offer degree programs in Health Promotion and Nursing as 
well as the Master of Public Health



Community-Based Delivery
� Indigenous students continue to live and work in their 

communities whilst accessing tertiary education

� Students maintain and strengthen their cultural integrity 
through the application of  Indigenous pedagogy

� Community-based delivery creates direct accountability to 
Indigenous Australian Communities, thus ensuring that course 
delivery is responsive to community defined needs

� The teaching and learning environment recognises students as 
active adult learners, connected to their communities and 
public health



Recognition of Community-Based 
Delivery

“The Institute of Koorie Education was established in 1992 
and works in partnership with faculties to offer 
undergraduate courses in law, nursing, social work, 
education and arts to Indigenous students throughout 
Australia using a community-based learning model.  The 
Institute also offers postgraduate courses in health and 
environmental science… It is an exemplar for Australia”
(AUQA Report, 2005).

Winner of the Wurreker Award 
2005 – University Category 
awarded by VAEAI and 
Victorian Government.



MPH at the Institute of Koorie 
Education

• The delivery of the MPH at the Institute 
commenced in 2001 (delivery of one unit per 
semester) and achieved 4 unit delivery by 2003

• We are still in the early stages of the program –
and it is evolving as it grows

• In July 2006 a Koorie Research Fellow was 
appointed  to the MPH program on a part time 
basis



MPH at the Institute of Koorie 
Education

• Delivery of the Victorian Consortium for Public 
Health – MPH program to Indigenous students.  
The four Universities in the Consortium deliver on 
site at the Institute – Deakin, Melbourne, Monash 
and La Trobe.  It is a 12 credit point program

• There are the 4 core units:
– Principles and Practice Public Health
– Health Promotion
– Introduction to Statistics
– Epidemiology



MPH at the Institute of Koorie 
Education

• Electives taken by students include:
– Program Planning and Evaluation
– Health Education and Communication Strategies
– Research for Health Practice
– Introduction to Health Economics
– Public Health Policy
– Policy Processes in Aboriginal Health
– Ethical Practice in Aboriginal Health
– Minor/major project – either 2 or 4 credit points



Student Outcomes

5Graduates 2006
4 MPH/1 Grad Dip Public Health

1

13

Graduates 2007

TOTAL GRADUATES

13Withdrawn/intermit

4Graduates 2005
3 MPH/1 Grad Dip Public Health

3Graduates 2004

20Current Enrolments 2007

44Total Enrolments

Program Summary 2001-2007



Student Outcomes

• Career tracking of graduates of the program 
indicates impressive results –
– A past student now occupies a post graduate research 

and teaching position at the Institute
– Another graduate promoted from policy and planning 

position to Deputy Director Community Programs of 
Onemda VicHealth Koori Health Unit

– Another student has been employed for the past two 
years in a project officer position with the National 
Secretariat for Aboriginal and Islander Child Care



Student Outcomes

– Another student is continuing her journey in 
working at shifting research methodologies 
which are inclusive of Indigenous knowledge 
systems

– Three MPH graduates from the Institute are 
now undertaking doctorate study

– All graduates report significant benefits gained 
from their studies that are directly applicable to 
their work in their communities. 



Student Profiles
2001-2007 (36 students)

8%  (3)
59%  (21)
8%  (3)

Cert 111/1V
Degree
Post graduate qualification

8 %   (3)Completed Year 12

17%  (6)Did not complete Year 12Prior Education Level

2New South Wales

4Northern Territory

1Tasmania

3Western Australia

5Queensland

Regional   8

Metro   13VictoriaLocation of Residence

72%  (26)Female

28%  (10)MaleGender

14%  (5)50+ years

53%  (19)41-50 years

14%  (5)31-40 years

19%  (7)23-30 yearsAge

StudentsCharacteristics



Community-Based Delivery Experience

• The Institute of Koorie Education at Deakin 
University is an Aboriginal teaching and 
learning space

• Strength in studying with other Indigenous 
students

• Support from other students is very strong
• Allows Indigenous students to live and 

work in their community while being able 
to access post graduate degree programs



Community-Based Delivery 
Experience

• There is a high level of support from 
lecturers and administrative staff

• Recognition of knowledge and expertise of 
‘experienced’ Indigenous health 
practitioners 

• Is respectful of Indigenous knowledge and 
Indigenous ways of viewing the world



Importance of Studying within an 
Indigenous Environment

• Strengthens Indigenous 
professional health 
networks and mentoring

• Maintains and strengthens 
Indigenous public health 
capacity at the community 
and Aboriginal health 
organisational levels



Importance of Studying within an 
Indigenous Environment

• Provides a space for the critiquing of public health 
approaches from Indigenous contexts and perspectives 

• Results in the creation of a non-competitive teaching and 
learning environment

• Extends and strengthens Indigenous voice in Public Health 
forums

• Position Indigenous researchers at the centre of Policy and 
Program Development in Indigenous health.



Quotes from Students

• “I couldn’t do the course if it was not block mode 
due to family and community responsibilities”

• “Students at the residences in the evenings meet to 
yarn about the class content and clarify things”

• “There is a high level of relevance in the public 
health course content and the way we practice 
health in our communities”

• “IKE is important because it enables us to connect 
with other students.  We establish networks and 
hear about what is happening in other 
communities”



Graduation 2005



Graduation 2005


